
The Hess Express barrel train 
rolled most Friday nights at 
Griffith Market this summer, and 
was in most town events as well.

Having to be closed for the 
summer again at Franklin, we 
spent much of the time working 
on new exhibits.

We now have a wall of displays 
telling the story of how the town 
of Griffith came to be. We also 
have a new Wall of Honor 
dedicated to our veterans.

Each wall contains photos , 
information, maps, and stories 
highlighting Griffith’s history from 
the 1800’s and through all the 
wars.

We also worked to create new 
displays — again, photos, maps 
and stories — in our Depot 
Museum at our Historical Park. 

We always need help, so contact 
any board member and let them 
know if you can lend a hand.
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Another Successful Summer for our Society! 

Time for the Annual Meeting 
   Another year is winding down and 
it’s time for our Annual Meeting 
and Dinner.

This year the event is at the 
Griffith Senior Center, 349 N 
Indiana, on November 16, at 5:30 
p.m.

We will begin with dinner, turkey 
and ham with all the fixings. Cost 
for the buffet dinner is $15.

The Annual Meeting will follow, 
which will include a memoriam, an 
overview of the past year, and the 
election of officers.

Mail a check for the number 
attending to P.O. Box 678, Griffith, 
IN 46319. Contact Nancy Stout for 
more infoSanta in the Caboose is 
Back

  We are planning to bring back 
Santa in the Caboose this year!
  However, we are making some 
changes to the event. To limit the 
number of people gathered in the 
close quarters of our small transfer 
caboose, we will not be taking nor 
printing photos.
  Parents will still have a private 
visit with Santa, but now, for a 
donation, parents can take their 
own photos and even videotape 
their child’s Santa visit.

We also are bringing back our 
Holiday Bake Sale for the weekend, 
too! 
  Santa in the Caboose dates are 
Saturday, December 9th, 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. and Sunday, December 10th, 
noon to 4 p.m.



Up at the Depot … 
— We have entered the 21st Century! We now have a webcam in 
our tower broadcasting live on YouTube the movement of 30 to 
40 trains passing through the Griffith interlocking each day!

It is thanks to member John Wotkun’s hard work that made this 
happen. Thanks, too, to Logan Kulinski, our website manager.

Once we had five railroads crossing at Broad Street. As many as 
180 trains a day rolled through on Griffith’s 11 tracks.

Today, only Canadian National has routes through Griffith. 
However, the former Elgin Joliet & Eastern Railway tracks still 
cross those of the former Grand Truck here in Griffith.

These connecting tracks can be seen allowing trains to connect 
between the two CN routes. As a result, a number of different 
railroads roll though Griffith every day.

The Historical Society’s EJ&E tower webcam is offered through 
the Steel Highway YouTube page. Follow this link to view the live 
feed: https://youtu.be/go55919p86I

— in September, the Historical Park hosted Griffith Public School 
3rd graders and their teachers as part of our new ElmerJ Project. 
The program introduces Griffith history to the students, who 
learn about their town in Social Studies class. Thanks to Karen 
Kulinski, Debby Hoot, Nancy Stout, Claudia Powell, Fran 
Evans, Ken Krick, John Wotkun, Valerie Wotkun, Casey 
Varady, and the Griffith Park Department for all their help.  

— Work continues apace restoring our C&O Inspection Car! The 
two men working on it have put in 300 hours over the summer, 
all volunteer labor. We’re so grateful to Perry and Kevin Frye!

— Member Valerie Wotkun and Griffith TriKappa made our 
Depot look wonderful again this summer with new plantings.

— Big thanks to Griffith Cub Scout Pack 622 who spruced up our 
Historical Park recently, especially for pulling the weeds in our 
red-brick walkway in front of the Depot.
— We are grateful to Lady’s Gourmet Popcorn for putting out a 
donation jar in their shop to raise funds to paint our Pullman car, 
and to their customers who donated to us. 
— Huge thanks to member John Wotkun for scraping, priming 
and painting that very same Pullman car. It looks great! John 
oversees things at our Historical Park and Franklin Center rooms.
— We also thank the Griffith Park Department for keeping our 
Griffith Historical Park looking fine all summer!
— And, always, a big thank you goes out to the Griffith Town 
Council for the help and encouragement they continue to give 
us.  

Down at Franklin Center 
— Board Meetings are held the 
2nd Monday of each month, 
5:30p.m. at Franklin Center, 201 N. 
Broad Street. No meetings in 
November and December. 

— Our Franklin Center Museum is 
open from 10 to 2 on the first and 
third Saturdays of the month. 
Enter through Door G. 

— Our focus at Franklin this 
summer has been creating new 
displays in our Historical Room 
that more fully tell “The Story of 
Griffith” from the beginning. We 
also have a Wall of Honor 
dedicated to our veterans.

Raffle News! 
  Our 50-50 Super7Raffle ran all 
summer and will end at our Annual 
Meeting when we will draw the 
winning number. 
 Thanks to Joi Wilson and Wendy 
Wilken who sold tickets for us, the 
amount we will split is more than 
double than last year.
 If you’d like more tickets, contact 
Debby Hoot at the phone number 
listed on the other side. Tickets will 
also be available  at the dinner. 

Farewell Dear Friend 
 Our condolences go out to the 
family of member Terry Haugh. 
  Along with his wife, Patty, Terry 
owned Lady’s Gourmet Popcorn, 
and the shop was a generous 
fund-raiser for us.
  Terry was a friend to all and an 
active supporter of our Society. 
Friday nights saw him up at 
Central Park cheering on us and 
Patty, as she drove the kids in our 
barrel train ride. 
   He will be missed!

https://youtu.be/go55919p86I
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