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We’re Close to the End of Another Year . . .

Antoinette Rickert
Vice-President

. . . and now we’re planning for
our next one
The Hess Express barrel train
rolled most Friday nights at
Griffith Market, with Maxine Hess
and Sarah Cundiff smiling down on
us. The train was in most of the
town events this year, as well
On the back page, there are
updates on our summer activities
It was a good summer for us,
but now we’re looking forward to:
• making improvements in our
Franklin museum, especially our
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Time for the Annual Meeting

219-775-2774

This year went by so fast, and now
we’re approaching our Annual
Meeting and Dinner date
This year the event is at the
Griffith Senior Center, 349 N
Indiana, on November 16th, at 5:30
p.m
We will begin with dinner, turkey
and ham with all the fixings.
The meeting will follow, which
will include introductions, a report
from Eagle Scout Nolan Beverage
on the painting of our Depot, an
overview of the past year, and the
election of officers
Cost is $15, and mail a check for
the number attending to P.O. Box
678, Griffith, IN 46319. Contact
Nancy Stout for more info
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second room featuring school
and school sports histor
• the filing project that had to
take a back seat this summe
• putting some names to people in
the many unidentified photos
we have in our files
• finishing our new displays at
Franklin, and moving on to
putting up additional displays in
our newly painted Depot
We always need help, so contact
any board member and let them
know if you can lend a hand

Raffle is Coming to an End!
Our 50-50 Super7Raffle, which
ran all summer, will end at our
Annual Meeting where we will draw
the winning number.
Members were sent tickets with
the Spring newsletter, but if you’d
like to purchase more, contact
Debby Hoot and she will see that
you get the tickets
Tickets will also be available for
purchase at the dinner
The pandemic last year prevented
us from fund-raising with The Hess
Express, but the bills didn’t stop. So
we had to dig into our reserves to
pay the bills
Any help you can give us with the
raffle is greatly appreciated

— Our Historical Lantern Tour, led
by Board Member Peter Ghrist, and
pictured at the right, had the biggest
turnout ever! Check our website for
Peter to start up tours when warm
weather returns next year.
Great news! Our C&O Inspection
Car is being restored! It was taken
apart some years ago, but nothing
was done with it. Now, two men with
a passion for restoring cars like ours
have volunteered to do the job and
have already put in 75 hours of work
on it. We look forward to our little
yellow car proudly returning all in one
piece
— Due to the pandemic and the
Depot painting project, we did not
open the Historical Park on a regular
basis. We did clean cabinets, organize,
and start putting the Depot back in
order. But we did host a model
railroad group for a tour of the park,
which was a hit
— Our website has a new address:
ghsinc.org So much easier than
before!
— Valerie Wotkun, a member of our
Society and of Griffith TriKappa, did
a wonderful job of coordinating the
landscaping upgrade at our Depot.
New perennials, a big bucket of
annual flowers, and lighting, too! We
are grateful for her and TriKappa’s
support for so many years
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— Thanks to member John Wotkun
for overseeing things at the Historical
Park and our Franklin Center rooms
and making repairs when needed
— We also thank the Griffith Park
Department for keeping the grass cut
in our Park
— And, always, a big thank you goes
out to the Griffith Town Council for
the help and encouragement they
continue to give us.

.
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Up at the Depot …

Down at Franklin Center
— For the winter months, our Board Meetings will be held
at 1 p.m. on the second Monday of the month, at the
Griffith Senior Center, 349 N. Indiana.
— Our Museum is open at Franklin Center from 10 to 2 on
the first and third Saturdays of the month. Enter through
Door G. If there is a special reason to visit us at another
time, please contact Nancy Stout.
— Our focus at Franklin this summer has been creating
new displays in our Historical Room that more fully tell
“The Story of Griffith” from the beginning. The StoryStop,
which provide historical info in a new and fun way, are
featured. We’ve included one of the StoryStops just below.

A Griffith StoryStop …
Hello! I am a beaver. I
once lived in the vast
marshlands that
covered much of
what someday
would become
Griffith
I was probably
the most important
critter living in what
eventually was called
Cady Marsh. Named after
an early settler, by the way,
Jack Cady
Why was I important?
Because for like 250 years,
across the ocean in Europe
men were crazy for top
hats made of beaver pelts.
A n d b e ca u s e I n d i a n
tribes living near our area

in the 1800’s came to hunt
my kind in those wetlands
here in Northwest Indiana!
S o m a n y, t h a t a m a n
named Bailley
set up a
trading post
not far away
to buy fur
pelts from the
tribes
Back in 1816,
when Indiana
became a state, more than
two-thirds of the land was
owned by Indian tribes.
Any guess as to why our
state name means, “Land of
Indians?”
Look for StoryStops in
our future newsletters and
d o w n at o u r F ran k li n
Center Museum.

