
Summer will soon be here and 
we can actually enjoy it this year!

Griffith Central Market began 
on May 7th and our Hess Express 
barrel train will be at the Market 
every Friday through September 
17th!Weather permitting , of 
course.

This summer the train will be 
rolling in memory of two Board 
Members, Maxine Hess and Sarah 
Cundiff, whom sadly we lost to 
Covid this past year. Maxine 
helped us get the train, and Sarah 

provided the funds to buy our new 
tractor. The train and tractor were 
named in their honor. 

The Hess Express will again be 
in the Griffith 4th of July Parade 
this year on July 3rd; at the Police 
Department’s Public Safety Day 
on August 28th; at Griffith's Rock 
& Rail Festival, September 3rd to 
the 5th; and at Oktoberfest, too, 
on October 1st to the 3rd.

Check our website, for updates 
as to our activities.   
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We’re Back on Track for the Summer! 

Time to Renew Membership 
     The Griffith Historical Society is 
looking forward to an exciting 
productive year! 
   Get your friends and neighbors 
to join us. Membership entitles 
you to be the first to hear about 
our programs and events and 
much more!  
  Put the form, and your check 
payable to the Griffith Historical 
Society, in the self-addressed 
envelope you received.               
Note to Life Members: You do 
N O T n e e d t o r e n e w y o u r 
membership! Please give the 
membership forms you received in 
this newsletter to two people you 
think might be interested in 
joining us. 

Raffle’s on again for 2021!! 

  Our 50-50 Super7 Raffle will 
again run all summer and end at 
our Annual Meeting  in November 
where we will draw the winning 
number. 
   Enclosed are 6 tickets, each one 
selling for $2, or 3 tickets for $5. If 
you sell all your tickets and want 
more, please call Debby Hoot and 
she will see that you get the 
tickets.
    And we are hoping to sell a lot 
of tickets this year! The pandemic 
took away our usual opportunities 
to raise funds and caused us to dig 
into our reserves to pay our bills.
    Any help you can give us is 
greatly appreciated.

http://griffithhistoricalsocietyinc.org


Up at the Depot … 
— The 40th anniversary of the saving 
of the last railroad station in Griffith 
— our own Grand Trunk Depot — 
occurred last year in the midst of the 
pandemic. As a result, we were not able 
to mark this important event, which 
proved to be the impetus that created 
The Griffith Historical Society. So we are 
celebrating this year! Plans are 
underway to have a special event up at 
the Griffith Historical Park this summer!

— We are hoping to bring back the 
popular Historical Lantern Tours in 
September, led by Board Member Peter 
Ghrist, and add to them as well.  The 
tours begin and end at the Depot.

— Check our website next month for 
more information on both these events 
and more going on this summer.

— Griffith’s Delta Omega chapter of 
TriKappa has adopted the Griffith 
Historical Depot area as their “Adopt a 
Spot" from the Imagine Griff ith 
committee project. The group will take 
care of the landscaping around the 
Depot throughout the summer months 
by pulling weeds, cleaning out trash and 
trimming the shrubs. TriKappa has been 
a supporter of the Griffith Historical 
Society for many years and we are 
grateful to be their “adoptee” this year.

— Thanks goes out to John Wotkun for 
putting up and taking down our 
Christmas decorations again this year.
— And to the Griffith Public Works for 
plowing our parking lot all winter.
— We welcome the new Griffith Parks 
Department Director, Richard Powell. 
He has already helped us by removing 
excess garbage cans and disposing of the 
deteriorating picnic benches up at the 
Park and replacing a board on the 
Watchman’s Shanty.
— And a big thank you goes out to the 
Griffith Town Council for the help and 
encouragement they continue to give us.  

Down at Franklin Center 
— We send out special “Happy Birthday” wishes to long-
time Board member, and now Member Emeritus, Eileen 
Janovsky, who turned 96 years ‘young’ on May 14th!!

— After Zooming our Board Meetings for several 
months, we now will now be meeting in person. Our next 
meeting is June  14th at 6:30 p.m. in our Franklin Center 
History Room. Enter through door G.

— The model railroad group will be closed June through 
August, so we will not have easy access to bathroom 
facilities. As a result, our museum must close for the 
summer as well. If there is a special reason you would 
like to visit our History Room this summer, please contact 
Nancy Stout. 

— Our focus at Franklin is the reconfiguration of our 
Griffith History Room now that the computer has been 
moved into our new workroom and we have more room 
for displays. We are also in the early stages of creating a 
second display room for School and School Sports 
exhibits. A third project is the filing of thousands of 
articles, documents and other artifacts that have been 
given code numbers and the information on them   
entered into our cataloging computer program. Board 
Member Fran Evans will be on point for this important 

Farewell, Friends…
We sadly must say good-

bye to Life Member Judy 
Fortner  Young. Judy grew 
up in Griffith and worked 
as a dispatcher for the 
Griffith Police Department 
for many years. But the 
job she loved best was 
being Mrs. Claus at our Santa 
in the Caboose event. Judy 
brought smiles to so many 
children over the years and 
memories of her will live long 
in the hearts of so many 
people.

- - - - - - - - 
Long-time Historical 

Society member Woodrow 
“Woody” Messmer passed 
away early this year at the 

age of 103. A World War II 
veteran, Woody was active 
in many town activities, 
most importantly leading 
the Griff ith Swinging 
Seniors group for many 
years.

- - - - - - - - -
We send condolences to 

the family of Al Markut, 
Director of Griffith’s Park 
Department for 17 years. A 
veteran of the war in 
Vietnam, Al never failed to 
come through for us 
whenever we needed his 
help up at the Historical 
Park.

Judy, Woody and Al will 
be missed. 
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